
Considerations on The Fourth Joyful Mystery of The Holy Rosary:

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD JESUS IN THE TEMPLE

THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE

In the book, “How to Say Your Rosary with St. Louis De Montfort” the following
meditations were provided for the ten Hail Mary beads of The Fourth Joyful Mystery -
The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus in The Temple:

1. To honor the obedience of Jesus and our Blessed Mother to the law.
2. To honor the sacrifice that Jesus made of His humanity.
3. To honor the sacrifice that our Blessed Mother made of her reputation.
4. To honor the joy and canticles of Simeon, the high priest, and Anna, the Prophetess.
5. To honor the ransoming of Jesus Christ by the offering and release of two turtle
doves.
6. To recall the martyrdom of the Holy Innocents due to the cruelty of Herod.
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7. To honor the flight of Jesus Christ to Egypt, and the obedience of St. Joseph to the
Angel, who appeared in his sleep.
8. To honor His mysterious stay in Egypt.
9. To honor His return to Nazareth.
10. To honor His growing in age and wisdom.

Our focus will be on the highlighted beads, i.e. 1-4 and 7-9.

The first three beads provide us with the best example of what God takes pleasure
from His created masterpiece - man. He always demands complete obedience to His
will in all things, always and everywhere. “For obedience is better than sacrifices: and
to hearken rather than to offer the fat of rams." [1 Kings (1 Samuel) 15:22]

Jesus is God but as a Man, He has to obey the laws set forth by His creature, Moses, the
leader of His people, the Hebrews. By doing so, He gives the example of complete
docility to the will of His Father.

Our Blessed Mother is an avowed virgin and her conception of Jesus was through the
supernatural powers of the Holy Ghost. She is a virgin, before and after the birth of
Jesus. But because the Mosaic law requires ‘the purification’ of any woman who has
given birth, she has to comply. This conception and purification was one of the minor
sorrows she had to endure. This is further discussed in the following treatise on the
fourth bead of this Rosary mystery.

Bead number 4 is where Simeon prophesied to our Blessed Mother the following:
“Behold this child is set for the fall, and for the resurrection of many in Israel, and for a
sign which shall be contradicted; And thy own soul a sword shall pierce, that, out of many
hearts, thoughts may be revealed.” (Luke 2:34-35)

This prophecy is the first of the Seven Sorrows of our Blessed Mother. The Seven
Sorrows of our Blessed Mother is as follows:

1. The prophecy of Simeon (Luke 2:25-35)
2. The flight into Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15)
3. Loss of the Child Jesus for three days (Luke 2:41-50)
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4. Mary meets Jesus on his way to Calvary (Luke 23:27-31; John 19:17)
5. Crucifixion and Death of Jesus (John 19:25-30)
6. The body of Jesus being taken from the Cross (Psalm 130; Luke 23:50-54; John 19:31-37)
7. The burial of Jesus (Isaiah 53:8; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42; Mark 15:40-47)

Thirty years ago when this writer bowed his head to God’s will by renouncing his
worldly goals, he collected all the prayers and devotions that have Divine Promises
given to them, especially in obtaining salvation, for himself and others. One of them is
The Devotion to The Seven Sorrows of our Blessed Mother.

The sorrows of our Blessed Mother numbers 2 through 7 this poor fellow could
comprehend. But the first one was beyond his understanding. The prophecy seems
innocuous or so it seems because sorrows 2 through 7 are all fraught with trials and
tribulations, emotional anxiety and dreadful anticipation involving the circumstances
of those events. But a prophecy giving our Blessed Mother sorrow? After several
months of practicing this devotion, this writer looked up and asked the obvious
question: “Momma Mary, I could not understand why this prophecy is sorrowful to
you. It was a prophecy only but where is the sorrow coming from? I hope you would
not mind but I could not meditate and contemplate on this one as sorrowful enough.”

Her reply was gradual but heart piercing to the point that this writer had to make his
own devotion to our Blessed Mother to share the sorrows that no man, except our
Blessed Mother, could endure without dying instantly. The devotion is a lengthy one
and is available at the lordofpardon.org website. This was what was given him
regarding the sorrows associated with the prophecy of Simeon:

1. THE PROPHECY OF SIMEON (Luke 2:34-35) The atmosphere around the temple was �lled
with the festive air of pomp and pageantry. The multitude of families with their �rst-born are all
arrayed in their bright holiday attires, �lled with fervent anticipation in presenting their �rst-born to
the God Most High as prescribed in the Scriptures.

The Holy Family, Momma Mary, St. Joseph and Jesus were no di�erent from the other families. This
is the day of the Lord’s recompense, and they were all eager to perform their duty. When their turn
came to present Jesus to His Eternal Father, the high priest, Simeon, �lled with the Holy Ghost,
immediately recognized the Messiah and praised God. Momma Mary was overjoyed upon hearing
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Simeon’s canticle of praise but then his next words of prophecy were like ice water poured over her
warm, joy-�lled face, “And thy own soul a sword shall pierce…” (Luke 2:35).

Immediately, she felt this sharp pointed pain in her heart, like a sword – a sword that would be the
daily remembrance for the next 33 years of the su�ering and atrocities Jesus would ultimately su�er
on the �rst Good Friday in order to ful�ll the redemptive mission He has to complete for His Eternal
Father. What a life! Sorrow reminded to her 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year for the next
33 years. Who wants to live like this? Who wants to spend 33 years or 12,045 days sleeping each night
and waking up the next day, contemplating, meditating and already living the future su�ering and
Passion of the Lamb of God? Who wants this kind of life?

Only our Momma Mary! She knows what she is getting into when she said to the Archangel Gabriel,
“be it done to me according to thy word.”(Lk. 1:38b). She knew that whosoever would be Messiah’s
mother would also be part of the Divine salvi�c plan of opening the doors of Heaven, closed
temporarily by the disobedience of the �rst parents, Adam and Eve. Recalling her years in the temple,
she remembers praying to God that she be granted the privilege of being the handmaid of the
forthcoming mother of the prophesied Saviour. She recalls her surprise at the appearance of that
seraphic angel, Gabriel, who announced that she would actually be the Messiah’s mother, not the
handmaid. Her words of acceptance were simple but �lled the extreme joy of the realization that she
actually is going to be the mother of the Messiah and the ‘handmaid of God’ spoken of in the
Scriptures: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord;” (Lk. 1:38a)

Endowed by the Holy Ghost with His gifts, beatitudes and fruits since her conception plus
augmented by her studies while in the temple for 10 years, she knew the true meaning of the
Scriptures, particularly those that pertain to the future horri�c su�erings of the Messiah, like: I have
given My body to the strikers, and My cheeks to them that plucked them: I have not turned away My
face from them that rebuked Me, and spit upon Me. (Is. 50:6)“…there is no beauty in Him, nor
comeliness: and we have seen Him, and there was no sightliness, …Despised, and the most abject of
men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with in�rmity: and His look was as it were hidden and
despised, whereupon we esteemed Him not. …and we have thought Him as it were a leper, and as one
struck by God and a�icted.” (Is. 53:2-5)“For many dogs have encompassed Me: the council of the
malignant hath besieged Me. They have dug My hands and feet. They have numbered all My bones.”
(Ps 21:17, 18) “And they gave Me gall for My food, and in My thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink.”
(Ps 68:22)

With these agonizing thoughts in her heart, she knew her future path would be sorrowful indeed. In
addition to this new sword that pierced her heart, she had been burdened by ostracism and ridicule by
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those who insulted her vow of virginity. “A virgin with child?” Since her pregnancy she had to put up
with quizzical looks and whisperings about her physical changes. Who could understand what was
privileged to by her Creator – to be the mother of His Son, the prophesied Messiah and that she
would still remain a virgin? In this ceremonial presentation and her own puri�cation, she had to bear
the sacri�ce of her reputation being sullied. Words like: ‘If you’re a virgin, how could you give birth,
and still be a virgin thereafter? Puri�cation returns your virginity?’

So her day of joy just turned to sorrow. This is another reminder to her of God’s providential work –
the contrast of things throughout the universe. With joy, sorrow is always its accompanying
counterbalance; so are the mutual contrasts of happiness and sadness, wealth and poverty, ease and
di�culty, beauty and ugliness, su�ering and comfort, good and evil, life and death, reward and
punishment, Heaven and Hell; each of which accomplishes His will. “All things are double, one
against another, and He hath made nothing defective”.(Ecclesiasticus 42:25).

Henceforth, for the next 33 years, our Blessed Virgin Mother would carry this sword in her heart –
the dreadful anticipation of the future brutality, atrocities and savagery that Jesus would undergo in
His forthcoming Passion. Whenever she passes by some �ock of sheep, she feels a sort of kinship with
the shepherds lovingly raising, caring and nurturing a prized, spotless lamb for the holocaust of the
Passover. Surely, she has become the caretaker of the only Sacri�cial Lamb, the Holocaust that matters
most in God’s salvi�c plan. Whenever she sees any red color whether �owers or objects, she sees the
drops of blood her Son would spill on that future Friday. Any lea�ess tree, reminds of that future
cross which would hold her Son hanging in pain and su�ering.

Christianity always commemorates the su�ering, Passion and death of our Lord once a year on Good
Friday. But to her, since that prophecy, every day is a Good Friday to her. What a great and grave
responsibility! She has to go through 12,045 Good Fridays! No wonder all the ancient fathers and
saints in unison attests that even an iota of the sorrows of our Blessed Mother would kill any man who
takes it into his being!

So for the next thirty three years, Mary, the second Eve and second mother of all mankind, would
seem to carry the burden of expiating the sin of Eve, the �rst mother who brought sin and death into
this world, by carrying this sword in her heart till the Resurrection of her beloved Son. We must
always thank our Blessed Mother for carrying this sword for 33 years in her loving heart for our
salvation.

Needless to say, this writer always has so much sorrow on meditating on this fourth
Rosary bead of the Fourth Joyful Mystery.
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THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT AND BACK

The beads 7 through 9 consisted
of a round trip journey of three
years, commenced in the middle
of a cold, wintry night that was
fraught with inhospitable
climate, wild animals and
people. The trip to Egypt took 65
kilometers while the return to
Nazareth took 170 kilometers.
They lived in Egypt in various ci-

The Holy Family Fleeing to Egypt ties and towns.
They did not have enough provisions and clothes to battle through the tough elements,
terrain and wild animals. On foot with a donkey in tow loaded with our Blessed
Mother and the infant, our Lord Jesus, St. Joseph was really put to the test of leading
his Holy Family to safety. Anyone doing what the Holy Family did, i.e. trekking the
landscape on foot for miles, under various trying conditions, with limited resources
would really appreciate how the King of kings immediately suffered with His Holy
Parents for the salvation of all of mankind.

Egypt, the land of the pharaohs, where the Hebrews, the children of Jacob, a.k.a.
Israel, took refuge during the seven years of famine1, would be the safe haven for the
Holy Family. This might also be the means that Jesus would sanctify the Egyptians
whose biological chemistry were mixed with Hebrew DNA, but were left from the
migration of the Hebrews to the Promised Land.

Being immigrants to a new country, like others before them and even up to the
present, they were subjected to discrimination and unjust labor practices. According
to our Blessed Mother2, they would hire St. Joseph for some specific jobs but would not
pay him once he was done. Divine Justice in one instance, put a curse on a Cairo

2 The Life of Mary As Seen by The Mystics, Raphael Brown, TAN Books

1 "The seven years of scarcity, which Joseph had foretold, began to come: and the famine prevailed in the whole world, but there was
bread in all the land of Egypt." [Genesis 41:54]
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district, where our Blessed Mother was refused leaven for her bread and in addition
subjected to uncharitable treatment. In that district from that time up to the present,
they could not bake any bread!

This journey of the Holy Family was well described by Fr. Philopos Anba - Bishoy of
The Coptic Orthodox Church of Alexandria in his book, “The Flight of The Holy Family
to Egypt”. It is the best of the treatise on the Holy Family’s three year journey. The
Coptic Church founded by St. Mark, the Evangelist, has revered and maintained the
places the Holy Family had visited and kept the sites available for people to visit. You
could read it from this link:

https://smass.co.uk/images/pdf/PatronSaints/The_Flight_of_the_Holy_Family_to_Egypt_by_Fr_Philopos

_anba_Bishoy.pdf

I could but would not want to copy the entirety of Fr. Philopos Anba - Bishoy to paste it
here to avoid any copyright infringement. It is good reading for it gives specific details
of their sojourn in Egypt and churches and sites where miracles were performed by
Jesus and our Blessed Mother. Some of the Churches and sites still have the miraculous
objects the Holy Family left behind.

Numerous Egyptian travel agencies are promoting trips for those who would want to
follow the footsteps of our Lord Jesus and his parents.

A Blessed Candlemas Day to All!
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