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THE MOST INDEFATIGABLE MOTHER 
 

There is this mother who is so devoted to her children that she works non-stop – 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week for the whole year. There is this plot of land that is divided in various ways by 
different nationalities and cultures which she visits frequently to ensure that her children are 
always prepared to go to the next step in life. She is well-beloved by those she had visited or is 
visiting that they call her names fondest to their culture or nationality. In fact, with regards to 
aliases, this mother has the most moniker attached to her. For every day of the year, she has a 
name. This seems to be difficult to comprehend. A 24/7 mother with more names than the number 
of days in a year. Who is this woman? 
 

Traditional Catholics call her “Our Blessed Virgin Mother or 
Our Blessed Mother” as taught by the late †Bishop Daniel L. 
Dolan of St. Gertrude the Great Catholic Church, W. Chester, 
Ohio. Other Catholics call her, “The Blessed Virgin Mary”. 
Non-Catholics call her, “The Mother of Jesus Christ.” An 
indefatigable mother, she seems to be in many places all at 
the same time. It seems that God in choosing her as His 
mother, also gave her free rein to do all she can to save her 
children from perdition.  

There is an annual calendar fully dedicated to the work Our 
Blessed Virgin Mother has done through her apparitions. If 
only the world knows how much they are missing in not 
recognizing her and respecting her as the “Mother of Jesus, 
Mediatrix of All Graces”. It was fully declared by many an-  

 The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Mankind     cient fathers of the Roman Catholic Church that all graces from 
God flow through her to be dispensed throughout the world. 
 

Those outside of the Traditional Roman Catholic Church would always ask for ‘black and white’ 
proof in the bible to prove that she is so. Oh yes, they know of that miracle in Cana. But that is 
only one time that the Blessed Virgin Mother was noted as working on behalf of another person. 
They need more. Unfortunately for them, God would not give them more. The Miracle of Cana is 
sufficient proof! Really? Yes! Does anyone understand that miracle? Let us visit it one more time 
and see why God would not give anymore proof in the Scriptures of how powerful the intercession 
of our Blessed Virgin Mother is. The following is the complete narrative of St. John on the Miracle 
of Cana (John 2:)1 
 

And the third day, there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee: and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also 
was invited, and His disciples, to the marriage. [3] And the wine failing, the mother of Jesus saith to Him: They 
have no wine. [4] And Jesus saith to her: Woman, what is that to Me and to thee? My hour is not yet come. [5] 
His mother saith to the waiters: Whatsoever He shall say to you, do ye. 
 

[4] "What is that to me": These words of our Saviour, spoken to His mother, have been understood by some 
commentators as harsh, they not considering the next following verse: Whatsoever He shall say to you, do ye, which 
plainly shews that His mother knew of the miracle that He was to perform, and that it was at her request He wrought it; 
besides the manner of speaking the words as to the tone, and the countenance shewn at the same time, which could only 

 
1 Douay Rheims Catholic Bible (Rev. 1752); Authentic translation of the Latin Vulgate not interpretation, available at www.drbo.org 
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be known to those who were present, or from what had followed: for words indicating anger in one tone of voice, would 
be understood quite the reverse in another. 
 

[6] Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of the purifying of the Jews, 
containing two or three measures apiece. [7] Jesus saith to them: Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled 
them up to the brim. [8] And Jesus saith to them: Draw out now, and carry to the chief steward of the feast. And 
they carried it. [9] And when the chief steward had tasted the water made wine, and knew not whence it was, but 
the waiters knew who had drawn the water; the chief steward calleth the bridegroom, [10] And saith to him: 
Every man at first setteth forth good wine, and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse. But thou 
hast kept the good wine until now. [11] This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee; and manifested 
His glory, and His disciples believed in Him. 
 

“My hour has not yet come.” By these words, our Lord wanted to show that He has a salvific mission 
on earth but the commencement of which is unknown to mankind. Being God, He knows when it 
was to start and by the subsequent events Jesus strengthens the proof of the intercessory powers 
of Our Blessed Virgin Mother. 
 

“Whatsoever He shall say to you, do ye.” Our Blessed Virgin Mother did not go into any motherly sulking 
or grumbling as most normal mothers do when publicly rebuked by their sons. Her words were 
words of confidence in her motherly authority over her Son Who refuses not her requests. 
 

“This beginning of miracles” Herein is proof that Our Blessed Mother has the power to work with her 
Son in His salvific mission, by starting Him in His public life and ministry. 
 

This event alone suffices for Catholics to believe and rely on the intercessory powers of Our 
Blessed Mother. She, in grateful gesture, always rewards them for their confidence in her. She has 
done tons of miracles. We need only mention the spring waters of Lourdes, France and almost 
everyone in the world knows that the place is a locale of miracles. Millions had already gone there 
from the time of its bursting out of the earth to ask Our Blessed Mother’s help. Innumerable cures 
had occurred there. Of course, not all gets to be well. But that is what the Lord has allowed only. 
He is the only One Who knows which He will allow to be cured. Remember Our Blessed Mother 
always asks God for us. 
 

Twenty five years ago, I stumbled upon an actual, yearly calendar, just like the ones we have on 
our walls, showing the feast of the apparition of our Blessed Mother or events associated to her 
participation in the salvific work of her Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, for each day of the month. I 
saved a copy in my old desktop, but that file was no longer existent. 
 

So in earnest, I have to research for what is now available and I found one below. I sincerely thank 
the webmaster of www.roman-catholic-saints.com for making this available for free on the 
internet. 
 

In addition to the following calendar, I noted first apparition of our Blessed Mother ever, while she 
was still alive in Spain, the only apparition approved in the United States and two other stories 
that I, myself, read for the first time. It would take volumes to describe the 365 feasts or events in 
this Marian Calendar. If you find anything with interest, just cut and paste to your browser that 
particular feast and it will direct you to that story. 
 
This Marian Calendar is a priceless treasure of the proof that Almighty God has given our Blessed 
Mother to be our Mother and Mediatrix in Heaven. She tirelessly work every moment to save her 
children!  
 

Happy Mother’s Day dearest Momma Mary! 
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THE MARIAN CALENDAR2 

JANUARY 

1. Circumcision of Our Lord; Mary, Mother of God 
2. Our Lady of the Pillar (40 A.D.) 
3. Our Lady of Sichem, Belgium (474) 
4. Our Lady of Treves, Italy (746). Appeared to St. Jerome 
Emiliani, 1530 
5. Our Lady of Abundance or Prosperity, Cursi, Italy (1641) 
6. Our Lady of Cana 
7. Our Lady of Egypt 
8. Our Lady of Prompt Succor, New Orleans, Louisiana 

(1809) 
9. Our Lady of Clemency, or Our Lady of Mercy of Absam, near Innsbruck, Austria (1797) 
10. Our Lady of Guides, Manila, (1570) 
11. Our Lady of Bessiere, Limousin, France 
12. Our Lady of Conquest, Santa Fe, New Mexico 
13. Our Lady of Victory, Prague, Czechoslovakia (1620), home of the Infant of Prague 
14. Our Lady of the Word, Montserrat, Spain (1514) 
15. Our Lady of Banneux, Belgium (1933) 
16. Our Lady, Refuge of Sinners 
17. Our Lady of Pontmain, France (1871) 
18. Our Lady of Dijon, France (1513) 
19. The Finding of Jesus in the Temple 
20. Our Lady of the Tables, Montpellier, France. “Arms of the city of Montpellier.” 
21. Our Lady of Exile 
22. Our Lady of Bethlehem 
23. Feast of Our Lady’s Espousals, approved by Pope Paul III (1546) 
24. Our Lady of Peace (1917) 
25. Translation of the winding sheet & tomb of Our Lady to Constantinople (455) 
26. Our Lady of Long Fields/Our Lady of Atocha, Madrid, Spain (1261) 
27. Our Lady of Life, Provence, France. 
28. Our Lady of Good Succor, (1613) 
29. Our Lady of Chatillion sur Seine, France (1130) 
30. Our Lady of the Rose, Lucca, Italy 
31. Apparition of Our Lady to Bl. Angela de Foligno (1285) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
2 https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/marian-calendar We give our sincerest thanks to the  webmaster of the aforementioned 
website for this priceless calendar of Our Blessed Mother’s annual daily feasts which he made available for FREE on the internet. 
For the various explanations of each feast day of Our Blessed Mother, just cut and paste each day to get the full story. 
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The Remarkable Story of Our Blessed Mother’s First Apparition, While She Was Still Alive (Pre: Assumption) 

 
Our Lady of The Pillar3 

January 2 (October 12) 
 

Nov 14, 2013 / Written by: America Needs Fatima 
 
 

 

Did you know that The First Church Dedicated to the Blessed Mother was Built While She Still 
Lived? 
 

The sentiment of the inhabitants of Zaragoza, Spain, toward their beloved Virgen del Pilar — the Virgin of 
the Pillar — is quite different from the ordinary homage paid to a favorite saint or even to other Marian 
devotions elsewhere in the Catholic world. It is an inheritance from their forefathers, a love that is born with 
them and ends only with their deaths. It is interwoven with their patriotism, with their nationality, with their 
home life, and with their daily tasks and amusements, and it is an ever-recurring theme in their popular songs. 

 

The Miraculous Origins of the Virgin of the Pillar 

That Our Lady appeared to the Apostle Saint James, patron of Spain, is a well-
founded tradition and forms part of Zaragoza’s history and patriotism. The 
church of the Pillar was the first shrine ever raised in Our Lady’s honor in 40 
AD. 
 

Venerable Maria of Agreda, who was shown the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in detail, writes in her Mystical City of God that St. James, brother of St. John, 
had a special devotion to the Blessed Mother. Becoming the apostle of what 
today is Spain, Saint James was having a hard time evangelizing the northern 
region of Zaragoza. One night, as he prayed asking help for his plight, he 
suddenly beheld a great light in the midst of which he saw Our Lady 
surrounded by a multitude of angels. The fascinating is that our Blessed Vir- 

 The 2,000 year old Statue sits atop    gin Mother was still living in Jerusalem at the time. 
 the 2,000 year old Pillar. The Pillar  
 is about 9" wide.                                  But as queen of the Church, she was given the ability to see all that concerned  

 
3 https://www.americaneedsfatima.org/stories/our-lady-of-the-pillar?msclkid=3b5bca54cf4211ecb7c208d8dca1bdfb Presented in its entirety. Thanks to ANF. 
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her Son’s work, and being shown and being shown the prayer of her devotee, had obtained from Jesus 
permission to help him in a special way. Our Lord commissioned her to go to Zaragoza: 

“As thou already knowest, it is necessary for My glory, that the Apostles labor with My grace, and that at the 
end they must follow Me to the cross and to the death I have suffered for the whole human race. The first one 
who is to imitate Me therein is My faithful servant James, and I will that he suffer martyrdom in this city of 
Jerusalem. In order that he come hither, and for other purposes of My glory and thine, I desire thee to visit 
him in Spain, where he is preaching My name. I desire, My Mother, that thou go to Zaragoza where he now is, 
and command him to return to Jerusalem. But before he leaves that city, he is to build a temple in thy name 
and title, where thou shalt be venerated and invoked for the welfare of that country, for My glory and pleasure, 
and that of the most Blessed Trinity.” 
 

Later, according to the same Venerable Mary of Agreda, Our Lord added: 
 

“I give you My royal word that I shall look with special clemency and fill with blessings all those who, with 
devotion and humility, call upon Me through thy intercession in that temple. In thy hands have I deposited 
and consigned all My treasures; as My Mother, who holds My place and power, thou canst signalize that place 
by depositing therein the riches and promising in it thy favors; for all will be fulfilled according to thy will and 
pleasure.” 
 

Having spoken these words, He disappeared, and a band of angels, singing canticles of joy, filled the room. 
Raising Mary on their wings, they bore her through the air across the Mediterranean, serenading her all the 
way. 

So now, the Blessed Mother consoled St. James, saying “My 
son James, the Most High and Mighty God of Heaven has 
chosen this place that you may consecrate and dedicate here 
a temple and house of prayer where, under the invocation of 
my name, He wishes to be adored and served, and all the 
faithful who seek my intercession will receive the graces they 
ask if they have true faith and devotion, and in the Name of 
my Son I promise them great favors and blessings, for this 
will be my temple and my house, my own inheritance and 
possession, and in testimony of my promise, this pillar will 
remain here, and on it my own image that, in this place where 
you will build my temple, will last and endure with the Holy 
Faith until the end of the world. This must be done at once, 
and when your work is accomplished, you will return to 
Jerusalem where it is the will of my Divine Son that you make 
the sacrifice of your life where He gave up His for the 
redemption of mankind.” 

She then commanded the angels to place the column with its 
sacred image where it stands to this day, and as the angelic 
cortège disappeared, Saint James and his disciples praised 
God and offered to Him the first shrine ever dedicated to His 
Blessed Mother. By the pillar, she left an angel to ensure the 
safety of the holy image until the end of time. As to the angel 
that was left on guard at the spot, he must be still on watch. 

As one peruses the architectural marvels of the football-field-sized building, head tilting ever upwards, eyes 
come to a dead halt at what looks like bombs hanging from the ceiling. On alarmed inquiry, one is told that 
these bombs have indeed been detonated; during Spain’s civil war they had hit the cathedral, but never caused 
it any harm. 
 
 



20220429   www.LordofPardon.org                      FREE for Public Dispensation                     Page 6 of 25 
 

Saint James Builds the First Chapel 
 

Soon after, Saint James and his disciples built a modest chapel, sixteen feet long by eight feet wide, to enclose 
the Virgin’s gift. This chapel succumbed to time and the elements and was replaced by several others, but the 
sacred column has always remained in the spot where the angels placed it. 
 

The piety of the faithful and the offerings of pilgrims, attracted to the shrine by the fame of the miracles 
attributed to the Virgin of the Pillar, eventually raised a church that remained until the end of the seventeenth 
century, when Charles II, the last monarch of the Austrian dynasty to occupy the Spanish throne, built the 
splendid edifice that now enshrines the column and statue. The first stone was laid on the feast of Saint James 
in 1686. In 1753, King Ferdinand VI engaged the celebrated architect Ventura Rodriguez to build the 
sumptuous chapel in which the statue is now preserved. 
 

Above the high altar is a carving of the Virgin extending her hand to the Apostle, and over an altar to the right 
of this is a picture of the seven disciples of Saint James. On the left is the altar where, under a rich canopy of 
silver, against a dark background thickly studded with diamonds, stands the miraculous pillar with the statue 
of the Blessed Virgin and the Infant Jesus. 
 
Miraculous Attributes 
 

Scientists, attempting to match the granite of which the pillar is made, have been able to find similar, but not 
identical, granite and only in other parts of the world. The statue of the Virgin is made of a material not found 
on this earth. By a miraculous divine action, no dust ever settles on it, so for almost 2,000 years the statue has 
never needed dusting. 
 

One of the marvels concerning this pillar is that it plunges into the earth, so that none have ever been able to 
find its end. 
 
Universally Honored and Loved 

 

A silver railing of exquisite workmanship runs the entire length of the three 
altars, and the walls of jasper and marble glitter with offerings of gold, silver, 
and precious stones which, flashing in the light of the numerous silver 
lamps, fairly dazzle the eyes of the spectator. 
 

But the inhabitants of Zaragoza see only “La Pilarica,” the costly gifts that 
have been offered in faith, devotion, and love to adorn her holy chapel: gifts 
from kings, queens, princes, and noble knights who have prayed at this 
shrine throughout the centuries; gifts from pilgrims who have come on foot 
from afar to lay their offerings at her feet; gifts from saints who left their 
jewels here before retiring from this world for ever; gifts from humble 
peasants, from toilers of the deep, and from the poorest of God’s poor, who 
saved and fasted for years to be able to offer a token of their love to La 
Patrona — the Patroness. 
 

It was in this church that the old kings of Aragon knelt to take their oaths 
of fidelity to God and to the people. Isabel the Catholic, who helped Colum-
bus with his journey to the Americas, went frequently to Zaragoza and gave 
priceless jewels to the treasury of the Virgin: the Emperor Charles V, heavy            Church of Our Lady of the Pillar 

with the weight of crowns, visited Our Lady of the Pillar and laid his sceptre at her feet before retiring to the 
monastery at Juste; Philip II, Philip III, Philip IV, all left memorials at the shrine, and Don Juan of Austria 
had such a devotion for the Virgin of the Pillar that he wished his heart to be buried in the crypt of the holy 
chapel. 
 

The holy chapel is never unoccupied for a moment from daybreak until the doors are closed at night. The 
crowds come and go continually. Very few people pass the church without entering, if only to salute “La  



20220429   www.LordofPardon.org                      FREE for Public Dispensation                     Page 7 of 25 
 

Patrona!” and depart. 
 

Every now and then one sees an acolyte in cassock and surplice wending his way through the groups of 
worshippers, carrying in his arms a tiny baby, perhaps only a few weeks old. This is the one occasion in his life 
when a son of Zaragoza is privileged to touch the sacred statue; the baby, its innocent face wet with the waters 
of Baptism, is raised in the arms of the chaplain and pressed against the face of “La Pilarica.” 
 

There are chaplains whose time is entirely given to the services in the holy chapel; four of these guard the 
vestments and jewels of the Virgin, which they change according to the rituals of the Church and the festivals 
of the year. No others are allowed to touch the statue or to have access to the mantles and ornaments that 
belong to her. 
 
Shrine Ceremonial 
 

Every morning, as the first streaks of dawn break through the sky and the last stars have faded, one of the 
chaplains sings the “Mass of the Infants,” so called because the choir is composed of eight small boys, Infantes, 
who are dedicated to the service of the holy chapel and serve the many Masses that are celebrated daily. 
 

These boys wear a special uniform during the liturgy and processions. This Mass is the first of the innumerable 
prayers that are murmured unceasingly from this moment until the echo of the last notes of the Salve Regina 
die away in the vast arches at nightfall. It is considered a great privilege among the Zaragozan families to have 
a son as an Infante of Our Lady of the Pillar. 

 

On October 11, bands parade the streets and fireworks are set 
off at intervals. This is the formal announcement to the public 
that the festivals are about to commence. Trains arrive every 
half hour loaded with passengers, and cars by the thousands 
come from every corner of Aragon and the remotest parts of 
Spain. 
 

The Feast of the Virgin of the Pillar is celebrated with great 
pomp and ceremony on October 12 [Ed.: note the date’s 
connection to Our Lady of Fatima’s miracle of the Sun]. As 
early as two o’clock on the morning of the 12th, the crowds 
begin to enter the church, and when the beautiful voices of 
the Infantes sing the first notes of the Mass, the edifice is so 
packed that it is difficult to move. At the conclusion of the 
Masses the worshippers stream out at one end while others 
stream in at the other, and this continues throughout the 
entire day. It is virtually impossible to estimate how many 
come to pray on this occasion. 
 

The city puts on holiday attire for a week, all work is 
suspended, and visitors pour in from all parts of the Peninsula to make their devotions and take part in the 
celebrations at the famous shrine. 

 
The Doors Are Thrown Open 
When the sun has set and night begins to fall, the bells peal a joyous call to the Salve Regina, all the doors are 
thrown wide open, and the church soon fills to capacity, without apparently diminishing the immense throngs 
that have gathered in the Plaza del Pilar. 
 

All classes are there, peasants in picturesque costumes who proclaim their native places; children, some in 
fine clothes, others in tatters; women, some wearing the latest French hats and others with their heads 
enveloped in traditional mantillas or in old shawls; working people from the vicinity, and tourists with their 
travel guides in hand. 
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All sorts of faces mingle with throngs of soldiers, priests, and Infantes, all pressing as one moving mass to 
hear the solemn notes of the Salve, the last act of devotion of the Feast of Our Lady of the Pillar. 

 

Outsiders may look upon this tradition as absurd and impossible, but the 
Zaragozan sees nothing unusual in it; he dwells in an atmosphere of saintly 
love, and the inhabitants of Heaven do not seem so very far away from him, 
for he has evidences of their presence on all sides; he lives with them with 
a familiarity that might appear irreverent were it not for its genuine 
simplicity. 
 

There is no place in the world where devotion to the Holy Mother of God is 
so deeply rooted as in the heroic city of Zaragoza, where her statue has been 
defended, with the lives of thousands of her children, and where it is firmly 
believed that her revered statue will surely endure “with the Holy Faith until 
the end of the world.” 
 

This “Stories of Mary – Stories of the Rosary” is taken from Crusade Magazine, September – October 1998. 
NB: With contributions made by Andrea F. Phillips. 
 

 
 

FEBRUARY 
 
1. Baptism of St. Louis de Montfort /Eve of the Purification of Our Lady, 
Paris 
2. Purification of Our Lady, Jerusalem 
3. Our Lady of Saideneida, Damascus 
4. Our Lady of Fire, Forli, Italy (1428) 
5. Dedication of the first Church of our Lady, by St. Peter, Tortosa, Italy 
6. Our Lady of Louvain, Belgium (1444) 
7. Our Lady of Grace, or Our Lady of the Bowed Head, Rome (1610) 
8. Abbey of Our Lady of the Lily, Melun, France (13th Century) 
9. Our Lady of the Bells, Cathedral of Saintes, France 

10. Our Lady of the Dove, Bologna, Italy 
11. Our Lady of Lourdes, France (1858) 
12. Our Lady of Argenteuil, Paris, built by Clovis I (101) containing a portion of the Seamless 
Garment 
13. Our Lady of Pellevoisin, France (1876) 
14. Our Lady of Bourbourg, Flanders (1383) 
15. Our Lady of Paris, France (522) 
16. Our Lady of the Thorn, Chalons-sur-Marne, France (1400) 
17. Our Lady of Constantinople, Bari, Turkey (566) 
18. Our Lady of Laon, Rheims, France (500), founded by St. Remigius 
19. Our Lady of Good Tidings, Lempdes, France (1500’s) 
20. Our Lady of Bolougne sur Mer, France (633) 
21. Our Lady of Good Haven, Paimpol, France (1838) 
22. Our Lady of Succour, Rennes, France 
23. Our Lady of Rocks, near Salamanca, Spain (434) 
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24. Plague in Rome ends after Pope St. Gregory the Great leads a procession with a painting of Our 
Lady by St. Luke (591) 
25. Our Lady of Victory, Constantinople (621) / Our Lady of Great Power, Quebec, Canada, (1673) 
26. Our Lady of the Fields, Paris, France, consecrated by St. Denis (250) 
27. Our Lady of Light, Lisbon, Portugal, & Palermo, Italy, (18th Century) 
28. Institution of the Monastery of the Annunciation, Bethune, France (1519) 

 
MARCH 

 
1. Our Lady Della Croce, Crema, Italy (1490) 
2. Our Lady of Apparitions, Madrid, Spain (1449) 
3. Our Lady of Angels of Toulouse, France /Our Lady 
of Longport, Valois, France (1131) 
4. Our Lady de la Guard, Marseille, France (1221) 
5. Our Lady of Good Help, Montreal, Canada (1657) 
6. Our Lady of Nazareth, Pierre Noire, Portugal, (1150) 
7. Our Lady of the Star, Villa Vicosa, Portugal 
8. Our Lady of Virtues, Lisbon, Portugal 
9. Our Lady of Savigny, France (1112) 
10. Our Lady of the Vine, Tuscany, Italy 

11. Our Lady of the Forests, Porto, Portugal (12th Century) 
12. Our Lady of Miracles, St. Maur des Fosses, France 
13. Our Lady of the Empress, Rome (593) 
14. Our Lady de la Breche, Chartres, France (1568) 
15. Our Lady of the Underground, Chartres, France (911) 
16. Our Lady of the Fountain, Constantinople (460) 
17. Our Lady of Ireland, or the Madonna of Ireland (1697), / Office of Our Lady Instituted, Pope 
Urban II (1095) 
18. Cathedral of Our Lady of Loreto erected (1586), / Our Lady of Mercy of Savona 
19. Solemnity of St. Joseph (29), spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary /The Beautiful Lady, Nogent-
sur-Seine, France 
20. Our Lady of Calevourt, near Brussels, Belgium (1454) 
21. Our Lady of Bruges, Flanders (1150), where a lock of Our Lady’s hair is preserved 
22. Our Lady of Citeaux, France, built by St. Robert (1098) 
23. Our Lady of Victory of Lepanto, Hungary, (1716) 
24. Our Lady of the Thorn 
25. The Annunciation 
26. Our Lady of Soissons, France (1128), In the Abbey one of the shoes of Our Lady is kept. 
27. Apparition of Our Lord to Our Lady, as soon as He was risen 
28. Our Lady of Castelbruedo, Catalonia, Spain 
29. Apparition of Our Lady to St. Bonet (7th Century) 
30. Re-establishment of chapel of Our Lady, Boulogne-sur-mer, by Bishop Dormy 
31. Our Lady of the Holy Cross
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APRIL 
 

1. Our Lady of Tears, Sicily (1953) 

2. Our Lady of the Highest Grace, Higuey, Dominican Republic 
(1506) /Our Lady the Great, Poitiers, France 

3. Apparition of Our Lord to Our Lady & the Apostles in the upper 
room 

4. Our Lady of Grace, Normandy, France 

5. Our Lady of Divine Providence, Cussanio, Italy (1521) 

6. Our Lady of the Conception, Flanders (1553) 

7. Our Lady of Puig, Valencia, Spain 

8. The Annunciation / Our Lady of the Valley, Sicily (1040) 

9. Our Lady of Myans, Savoy, France (1249) 

10. Our Lady of Naval (1646) 

11. Our Lady of Fourviere, France 

12. Our Lady of Charity, Cobre, Cuba 

13. Our Lady of Mantua, (1640) 

14. Apparition of Our Lady to St. Ludwina (1433)/ Our Lady of Guam (1825) 

15. Our Lady of Keiff, Russia (1010) 

16. Our Lady of Victories in the church of St. Mark, Vienna (1683) 

17. Our Lady of Arabida, Portugal (16th Century) 

18. Pope Urban VI grants a plenary indulgence to those who visit the Church of Our Lady of 
Loreto (14th Century) 

19. Our Lady of Lyons, France (1643) 

20. Our Lady of Schier, Bavaria 

21. Institution of the Confraternity of the Immaculate conception, Toledo, Spain (1506) 

22. Our Lady of Betharam, France (1503) 

23. Pope Calixtus III grants indulgences to those who visit the Cathedral of Arras, where a veil & 
sash of Our Lady are kept (1455) /Our Lady of Mende, Africa (16th Century) 

24. Our Lady of Bonaria, Island of Sardinia (1370) 

25. Dedication of the Lower Holy Chapel of Paris in honor of Our Lady (1248) 
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26. Our Lady of Good Counsel, Our Lady of Genazzano (1467) 

27. Our Lady La Moreneta, Spain 

28. Our Lady of Oak, Anjou, France /Our Lady of Quito, Ecuador (1534) 

29. Icon of the Mother of God Weeping "Ilyin Chernigov," Chernigov, Russia 

30. Our Lady of Africa, Algiers (1876)
 

MAY 
 
 

1. Our Lady, Queen of the May 

2. Our Lady of Oviedo, Spain (711) 

3. Our Lady of Czestochowa 

4. Our Lady the Helper, Normandy, France  

5. Our Lady, Queen of the Apostles 

6. Our Lady of Miracles in the Church of Our Lady of Peace, 
Rome (1483) 

7. Our Lady of Haut, in Hainault (1267) /Seven Joys of Our Lady, 
(11th Century) 

8. Our Lady of Pompeii 

9. Our Lady of Loreto, Ancona, Italy 

10. Our Lady of Saussaie, Paris (1305) 

11. Our Lady of Aparecida, Patroness of Brazil /Apparition of Our Lady to St. Philip Neri (1594) 

12. Our Lady of Power, Aubervillers, France 

13. Dedication of Our Lady of Martyrs, Rome (608) /Our Lady of Fatima, Portugal (1917) 

14. Our Lady of Bavaria (1330) 

15. Our Lady of France (1860) 

16. Apparition of Our Lady to St. Catherine of Alexandria (4th Century) 

17. Our Lady of Tears, Spoleto, Italy (1494) 

18. Dedication of Our Lady of Bonport Abbey, Diocese of Evreux (1190) 

19. Our Lady of Flines, Douay, (1279) 

20. Dedication of the Church of La Ferte, Burgundy, in honor of Our Lady (1113) 

21. Our Lady of Vladimir, Russia (1115) /Our Lady of Sweat, Salerno, Italy (1611) 

22. Our Lady of Monte Vergine, near Naples, Italy (1119) 
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23. Our Lady of Miracles of Brescia, Italy (1478) 

24. Our Lady, Help of Christians, Europe, (16th Century) 

25. Our Lady the New, built by the Emperor Justinian, Jerusalem (530) 

26. Our Lady of Caravaggio, Italy (1432) 

27. Our Lady of Naples, Italy (533) 

28. Feast of the Relics of Our Lady, Vanice, Italy (portions of her veil, etc.) 

29. Our Lady of Ardents, Arras, France (1095) 

30. Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Mexico (1966) /Dedication of the Church of Monte Vergine, 
near Naples, Italy (1126) 

31. Queenship of Mary
 

JUNE 
 
 
 

 

1. Our Lady of the Star, Aquileia, Italy (15th Century) 
2. Our Lady of Edessa, Asia Minor, in honor of the statue 
that spoke to St. Alexis (400) 
3. Our Lady of Sasopoli, Italy (14th Century) 
4. Our Lady of the Hill, Lombardy, Italy (4th Century) 
5. Our Lady of Haut, Hainault, France (1428) 
6. Institution of the Nuns of the Visitation of Our Lady, by 
St. Francis de Sales (1610) 
7. Our Lady of Marienthal, Germany (13th Century) 
8. Our Lady of Alexandria, Egypt (4th Century) 
9. Our Lady of Mentorello, Italy/ Our Lady of Ligny, 
Loraine, France 
10. Our Lady of Cranganor, India. The church was built 
by one of the Magi (52) 
11. Our Lady of Esquernes, Flanders (1162) 
12. Apparition of Our Lady to St. Herman, France (13th 
Century) 

13. Dedication of the Church of Our Lady of Sichem, Belgium (1604) 
14. Our Lady of Arras, France (371) 
15. Foundation of Our Lady of the Feuillants, Toulouse, France (1145) /Our Lady of the Taper, 
England (12th Century) 
16. Our Lady of Aix la Chapelle, Germany (804) 
17. Our Lady of the Forest, Britanny, France (1419) 
18. Appearance of Our Lady to St Agnes of Montepulciano, Italy 
19. Our Lady of Monte Senario, Florence, Italy (1240) 
20. Our Lady of Consolation, Luxemburg (1624) 
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21. Our Lady of Matarieh at Grand Cairo, Egypt 
22. Our Lady of Narni, Italy (15th Century) spoke to Bl. Lucy 
23. Our Lady Justinienne at Cathage (6th Century) 
24. Our Lady of Clos Evrard, Trier, Germany (1449) 
25. Divine Motherhood of Our Lady, declared at the Council of Ephesus in the year 431 
26. Our Lady of Meliapore, East Indies (1542) 
27. Our Lady Of Perpetual Help (13th Century) /Our Lady of the Dorade, Toulouse, France 
28. Institution of the Angelus of Our Lady, Europe, (1456) 
29. Our Lady of Buglose, France (1634) 
30. Our Lady of Calais, France (1347) 

 
JULY 

 

1. Dedication of the Church of Jumieges, Normandy, France (1067) 

2. Feast of the Visitation of Our Lady, instituted in 1385 by Pope 
Urban IV 

3. Our Lady of la Carolle, Paris (1418) 

4. Our Lady of Miracles, Avignon, France, built by Pope John XXII 
(14th Century) 

5. Dedication of Our Lady of Cambray, Arras, France (1472) 

6. Our Lady D’Iron, Dunois, France (1631) 

7. Our Lady of Arras, Netherlands (1380) 

8. Our Lady of Kazan, Russia (1579) 

9. Our Lady of Coutances, France (1056) 

10. Our Lady of Boulogne, France (1469) 

11. Our Lady of Clery, near Orleans, France (15th Century) 

12. Our Lady of Lure, Avignon, France (1110) 

13. Image of Our Lady of Chartes, France, carved in 100 B.C. with the inscription, “To a virgin 
who is to bring forth.” 

14. Our Lady of the Bush, Portugal (1118) 

15. Our Lady of Molanus, Jerusalem (1099) 

16. Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Feast of the Brown Scapular (1251) 

17. Our Lady of Campitelli, Italy (524) 

18. Our Lady of Victory, at Toledo, Spain (1202) 

19. Our Lady of Moyen Point, near Peronne, France 
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20. Our Lady of Grace, at Picpus, Fauborg Saint Antoine, of Paris (1629) 

21. Our Lady of Verdun, Lorraine (5th Century) 

22. Our Lady of Safety or of Safe Hiding, Overloon, Holland 

23. Institution of the Order of Our Lady of Premontre, Lancaster, England, by St. Norbert (1120) 

24. Foundation of Our Lady of Cambron, France (1148) 

25. Our Lady of Lac Bouchet, Quebec (1920) 

26. Our Lady of Faith, Canchy 

27. Our Lady of Faith, Gravelines 

28. Victory over the Turks by the Knights Hospitaller at Rhodes in 1480 through Our Lady’s 
intercession 

29. Our Lady of Deliverance, Madrid, Spain  

30. Our Lady de Gray, France (1602) 

31. Our Lady of the Slain, Lorban, Portugal  

 
AUGUST 

1. Our Lady asks for Establishment of an Order for Redeeming 
Captives (1218) 

2. Our Lady of Angels, Assisi, Italy (13th Century) 

3. Our Lady of Bows, London (1071) 

4. Our Lady of Dordrecht, Holland, Shrine built by St. Santera 

5. St. Mary Major (Our Lady of the Snows), Rome, Italy (352), 
where Our Savior’s crib is kept 

6. Our Lady of Copacabana, Boliva 

7. Our Lady of Schiedam, Holland (15th Century) 

8. Our Lady of Kuehn, near Brussels, Belgium 

9. Our Lady of Oegnies, Brabant, Netherlands 

10. Institution of the Order of Our Lady of Mercy, Barcelona, 
Spain (1218) 

11. Our Lady of the Way, St. Charles, Missouri/Charlemagne receives two of Our Lady’s robes 
from Emperor Nicephorus & Irene (810) 

12. Our Lady of Rouen, France 

13. Dormition of Our Lady (58) 



20220429   www.LordofPardon.org                      FREE for Public Dispensation                     Page 15 of 25 
 

14. Vigil of the Assumption of Our Lady 

15. Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven (Feast instituted by Pope Leo IV in 847) 

16. Our Lady of Trapani, Sicily 

17. Victory of the King of France (Philip the Fair)(1257), imploring the help of Our Lady of 
Chartres (1304) 

18. Coronation of Our Lady 

19.Our Lady of the Don, Russia (1380) 

20. Our Lady of St. Bernand’s “Ave,” Brabant, Netherlands 

21. Our Lady of Knock, Ireland (1879) 

22. Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

23. Our Lady of Victory of Valois, France (1328) 

24. Our Lady, Health of the Sick/Our Lady of Benoite-Vaux, France 

25. Our Lady of Rossano, Calabria, Italy 

26. Our Lady de la Treille, Douay, France(1543) 

27. Our Lady of Moustier, France/Seven Joys of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

28. Our Lady of Kiev, Russia (1240) 

29. Our Lady of Clermont, Poland (1380) 

30. Our Lady of Carquere, Portugal 

31. Our Lady of the Founders, Constantinople
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

1. Collection of all the Feast of Our Lady, celebrated at Louvain 

2. Our Lady of Helbron, Germany (1442) 

3. Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd, France 

4. Our Lady of Haut restores life to young woman in Belgium 
(1419) 

5. Our Lady of the Woods, Galloro (1621) 

6. Our Lady of the Fountain, Valenciennes, France 

7. Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lady, instituted by Pope Gregory 
II (722) 

8. Feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary (15BC) 
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9. Our Lady of Puy, France (221) 

10. Our Lady of Trut, Shrine near Cologne, Germany, built by St. Heribert (10th Century) 

11. Our Lady of Hildesheim, Germany (11th Century) 

12. The Most Holy Name of Mary 

13. Our Lady of Zell (Mariazell), Austria/Our Lady of Guadalupe, Spain 

14. Our Lady of Einsiedeln, Switzerland 

15. The Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

16. Our Lady of Good News, Sicily 

17. Our Lady of the Candles (15th Century) 

18. Our Lady of Smelcem, Flanders 

19. Our Lady of La Salette, France (1846) 

20. Our Lady of the Silver Foot, at Toul in Lorraine, France (1284) 

21. Our Lady of Pucha, Valencia (1223) 

22. The Giving of the Name of Mary to Our Lady by St. Ann, her mother 

23. Our Lady of Valvenere, Spain 

24. Our Lady of Ransom, Spain (1218)/ Our Lady of Rocamadour, France 

25. Madonna, Divine Shepherdess, Spain (1703) 

26. Our Lady of Victory at Tourney (1340) 

27. Our Lady of Happy Assembly, Le Laus, France (1664) 

28. Our Lady of Cambron, France (1322) 

29. Our Lady of Tongres, France (1081) 

30. Our Lady of Beaumont, Lorraine, France (12th Century) 

 
OCTOBER 

 

1. Foundation of the Abbey de la Couronne in Angouleme (1122) 
2. Our Lady of the Assumption, Naples, Italy (11th Century) 

3. Our Lady of the Place, Rome (1250) 

4. Our Lady of Vaussivieres, Auvergne, France (1374) 

5. Our Lady of Buch, Guienne 

6. Our Lady of All Help, (1640) /Our Lady de la Plebe, Venice (1480) 
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7. Our Lady of the Rosary, instituted by Pope Gregory XIII 
(1573) 

8. Our Lady of Good Remedy/ Church of Our Lady of Gifts, 
Avignon France (1st Century) founded by St. Martha 

9. Miraculous Cure of St. John Damascene by Our Lady (723) 
(restored severed hand) 

10. Our Lady of the Cloister, Citeaux, France (1624) 

11. Feast of the Divine Maternity of Our Lady 

12. Our Lady of Zapopan, Mexico, (1541) 

13. Our Lady of Clairvaux, France, (1114) 

14. Our Lady of La Rochelle, France (7th Century) 

15. Dedication of the Church of Our Lady of Terouenne (1133) 

16. Dedication of the Church of Our Lady of Milan (1417) by 
Pope Martin V 

17. Dedication of the Cave of Our Lady of Chartres, France (46), by St. Pontianus 

18. Dedication of the Church of Our Lady of Rheims (405) built by St. Nicasius 

19. Dedication of the Holy Cross & Our Lady Abbey, Royaumont, France (1235), founded by St. 
Louis 

20. Dedication of the Abbey of Our Lady, Pontigny, France (1114) 

21. Our Lady of Talan, near Dijon, France 

22. Our Lady of the Underground, Grand Cairo (12 Century) 

23. Our Lady of Consolation, near Honfleur, France 

24. Our Lady of Hermits, Switzerland (1418) 

25. Dedication of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Toledo, Spain (1070) 

26. Our Lady of Victory, near Senlis, France (1225) 

27. Dedication of the Basilica of Our Lady, Help of Christians, Turin, Italy, built by St. John 
Bosco (1868) 

28. Our Lady of Vivonne, Savoy, France 

29. Our Lady of Oropa, Vercelli, Italy (380) 

30. Our Lady of Mondevi, Piedmont (1540) 

31. Miracle at St. Fort, Chartres, France (1116)
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NOVEMBER 
 

 
1. Our Lady of the Palm, Cadiz, Spain (1755) 
2. Our Lady of Emminont, Abbeville, France 
3. Our Lady of Rennes, Brittany, France 
4. Our Lady of Port Louis, Milan, Italy 
5. Our Lady of Damietta, Egypt (1220) 
6. Our Lady of Good Remedies, Mexico (1519) 
7. Our Lady of the Pond, Dijon, France (1531) 
8. Our Lady of Belle Fontaine, La Rochelle 
9. Our Lady of Almudena, Madrid, Spain 
10. Our Lady of Last Agony /Miraculous cure through the 
intercession of Our Lady of Loreto (1552) 
11. Our Lady of the Portuguese (1546) 
12. Our Lady of the Tower Secret, Turin, Italy (1863) 
13. Our Lay of Nanteuil, France (1st Century) 
14. Our Lady of the Grotto, Lamego, Portugal 

15. Our Lady of Pignerol, Savoy, France (1098) 
16. Our Lady of Chieves, Hainault, Belgium (1130) 
17. Our Lady of Sion (Queen of the Jews) (1393) 
18. The Rosary Virgin of Chiquinquira, Columbia (1555) 
19. Our Lady of Good News or Glad Tidings 
20. Our Lady of La Guarde, Bologna, Italy (433) 
21. Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (12 BC) 
22. Our Lady of Lavang, Viet Nam (1798) 
23. Our Lady of the Vault, Italy 
24. Our Lady of Montserrat, Spain (1535) 
25. Our Lady of the Rock of Fiesola, Tuscany, Italy (1028) 
26. Our Lady of the Mountains, Italy (1500) 
27. Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal (1830) 
28. Our Lady of Walsingham, England (1061) 
29. Apparition of Our Lady of Beauraing, Belgium (1932) 
30. Our Lady of Genesta, Genoa, Italy 
 

DECEMBER 
 

1. Our Lady of Ratisbon, Bavaria (1842) 
2. Our Lady of Didinia, Cappadocia, Turkey/ Our Lady of Liesse 
3. Our Lady of Filermo, Malta/Our Lady of Victory, Paris (1629) 
4. Our Lady of La Chapelle, Abbeville (1400) 
5. Our Lady of the Jesuit College, Rome (1584) 
6. Our Lady of Seez, built by St. Latuin (5th Century) 
7. Our Lady of Paris (1550) 
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8. Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary /Our Lady of 
Good Health (1554) 
9. Our Lady of the Conception, Naples, Italy (1618) 

10. Translation of the Holy House of Loreto, Italy (1291) 

11. Our Lady of the Angels, Paris (1212) 

12. Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas, Mexico (1531) 

13. Our Lady of the Holy Chapel, Paris 

14. Our Lady of Alba Royale, Hungary (1005) 

15. Our Lady of the Armed Forces 

16. Our Lady of Good or Happy Deliverance, brought from Madrid, 
Spain to St. Augustine, Florida (1565) 

17. Our Lady of Amiens, France 

18. Dedication of Our Lady of Marseilles by St. Lazarus 

19. Our Lady of Toledo, Spain (657) 

20. Our Lady of Molene, France (1075) 

21. Our Lady of St. Acheul, Amiens, France, founded by St. Firmin, Bishop (4th Century) 

22. Our Lady of Chartres, Mother of Youth, France (1935) 

23. Our Lady of Ardilliers, Anjou, France 

24. Chaste Nuptial of Our Lady & St. Joseph 

25. Nativity of the Lord - Christmas 

26. Our Lady of Acheropita, Rossano, Italy (1140) 

27. Institution of the Knights of Our Lady (1370) 

28. Our Lady of Pontoise, France (12th Century) 

29. Our Lady of Spire, Germany (1146) 

30. Our Lady of Bologna, Italy (1193) 

31. Image of Our Lady of Chartres brings back to life the son of King Geoffrey (100 BC) 

 
 

THIS IS THE FIRST KNOWN APPARITION OF OUR LADY AFTER THE ASSUMPTION4 
 

Public Domain 
Larry Peterson - published on 07/08/18 

 
4 This is the first known apparition of Our Lady after the Assumption (aleteia.org) 
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FRANCE'S LOVE FOR OUR LADY DATES MANY CENTURIES BEFORE LOURES AND LA SALETTE. 
 

 

THE FIRST recorded apparition of Our Blessed Mother occurred in the year 40. She was still alive 
at the time and living in Jerusalem, meaning the apparition was an act of bilocation. She had made 
a promise to the apostle, James the Greater, telling him that she would visit once he started his 
journey of carrying the gospel message to the ends of the earth. James was in what is now Spain 
and Our Lady bilocated there to make her promised visit. Appearing on a marble column, she 
commissioned James to build a church on the site. Today, the Cathedral of Zaragoza surrounds 
the chapel of Santa Maria del Pilar, Our Lady of Pillar, which was a pre-Assumption apparition 
and is the only act of bilocation attributed to her. All of her other appearances have occurred after 
the Assumption. 
 

MANY of us are aware of the famous apparitions that took place in France during the 19th century, 
including Lourdes and La Salette, but not many of us have heard of Our Lady of Puy. This is where 
devotion to Mary in France was born and where, more than 1800 years later, it thrives. You see, 
this is considered the site of the very first apparition anywhere in the world of Our Blessed 

Mother after her Assumption. 
 

Somewhere around the year 46, Saint Peter sent missionaries into the land known as Gaul (future 
France). St. Frontonius was the bishop sent by Peter to Gaul, and in due time he consecrated St. 
George to succeed him. Sometime after the year 70, one of St. George’s converts, a widow named 
Villa, became seriously ill, and St. George told her to ask the Blessed Virgin for help. 
Villa did as directed and Our Lady appeared to her and told her to climb Mount Anis, a place she 
wanted a church built in her honor. The hill was named Puy and on top was a large flat rock, 
probably made from lava. Villa’s servant carried her up to the top of Mount Anis and laid her on 
the rock. Villa fell asleep, and when she awoke, she was completely cured.   
 

Villa had “dreamed” that a heavenly woman was standing near her surrounded by angelic spirits.  
When she asked who the Lady was, they told her the beautiful woman was the “Mother of God.” 
 

There is some disconnect with the timeline of the very early years after the first century. But it 
seems to be factual that on July 11, 250, the oldest sanctuary dedicated to the Mother of God was 
built on the spot of Villa’s miraculous cure. The exact date of the church being built surrounding 
the sanctuary ranges from the starting year of 250 all the way to completion in 430. 
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According to legend, the local bishop received a message from Mary with instructions to build a 
church on the hill. The story goes that when the bishop climbed the hill the ground was covered 
with deep snow even though it was July. A lone deer walked through the snow, tracing the ground 
plan of the cathedral Our Lady wanted to be built. The flat rock that Villa had been cured on was 
left and consecrated as the “Throne of Mary.” 
 

Suffice it to say that news of the “peculiar happenings” at the Puy spread everywhere and people 
began coming to the spot from all over. The landmark known as “the Puy” quickly became so well 
known the town itself became known as “Puy.” By the 6th century, Emperor Charlemagne and 
many French kings had made pilgrimages to Puy to pray to Our Lady. 
 

Throughout history, many miracles have occurred at Le Puy. Not only is it the site of the Blessed 
Mother’s first apparition after the Assumption it is considered one of the most famous and beautiful 
pilgrimage shrines anywhere in the world. 
 

Today the church is known as the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Annunciation (French; Cathédrale 
Notre-Dame du Puy), more commonly known as Le Puy Cathedral. It has been a center of 
pilgrimage since before the time of Charlemagne (6th century), both for Crusaders on the way to 
the Holy Land and — even today — as one of the starting points of the Camino de Santiago, the 
Way of St. James. Although the apparition was never investigated with the modern protocols, the 
site has the traditional approval of the Church. In 1051, Pope Leo IX wrote, “In this sanctuary on 
Mount Anis more than anywhere, the Blessed Virgin Mary has received veneration, honor, and the love of a 
great many believers in the country.” 
 

Lastly, in 1254, King St. Louis IX gave the cathedral an ebony image of the Blessed Virgin clothed 
in gold. Since then, the site is also known as the home of the Black Virgin of Le Puy-en-Velay. 

 
 

THIS IS THE ONLY OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED MARIAN APPARITION IN THE UNITED STATES5 
 

 

THE DEADLIEST FIRE IN U.S. HISTORY WAS NO MATCH FOR THE BLESSED MOTHER 
 

Skeeze - CC 
Larry Peterson - 

 
5 This is the only officially recognized Marian apparition in the United States (aleteia.org) 
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On October 8, 1871, in or around a place called Peshtigo, Wisconsin, several men were setting 
small fires in the woods. This was a common practice in clearing land for expanding railroads or 
for expanding farm land. Except, on this particular day, something unexpected happened. A cold 
front moved into the area creating winds that were close to hurricane force. The winds fanned the 
flames and the resulting Peshtigo Firestorm still can claim the ignominious title as the “deadliest 
wildfire” in American history. 
 

To this day, no wildfire in the U.S. has ever caused more deaths. It is estimated close to 2,500 
people perished in the raging 2,000-degree inferno. But there is an incredible side-bar to this story. 
Miraculously, there was a small group of people who were not harmed at all, and they were right 
in the middle of the blaze. They were with Adele Brise. 
 

Adele Brise was 24 years old when she arrived in Wisconsin with her parents from Belgium in 
1855. A devout Catholic, Adele had a great devotion to the Blessed Mother and prayed daily. On 
Sunday, October 2, 1859, Adele was walking home through the woods when she saw a woman 
clothed in white standing between a hemlock and a maple tree. The woman was encased in a 
bright light and had a yellow sash around her waist.  A crown of stars was above her long, blond 
hair. Adele, filled with fear, began praying and the vision disappeared. She told her mom and dad 
about it and they told her that maybe it was a soul in need of prayers. 
 

The following Sunday, Adele was on her way to Mass with her sister and another woman when 
she saw the apparition a second time. But her sister and friend, who were walking a bit ahead of 
her, did not see anything. As Adele returned from Mass, the Lady appeared to her for the third 
time. Adele, who had confided in her parish priest about the mysterious lady, did as he had told 
her. She asked the Lady the question, “In the Name of God, who are you and what do you wish of 
me?” 
 

The Lady answered, “I am the Queen of Heaven who prays for the conversion of sinners and I 
wish you to do the same. You received Holy Communion this morning and that is well. But you 
must do more. Make a general confession and offer Communion for the conversion of sinners… 
Gather the children in this wild country and teach them what they should know for salvation.” 
Adele was afraid. She knew little about her faith. She asked how she was supposed to do this with 
so little knowledge. The Blessed Virgin told her, “Teach them their catechism, how to sign 
themselves with the Sign of the Cross, and how to approach the Sacraments; that is what I wish 
you to do. Go and fear nothing, I will help you.” 
 

Adele took the Blessed Virgin’s words to heart. She began her new, lifelong ministry of teaching 
children the Catholic faith by traveling on foot from house to house to instruct children in their 
homes. Adele’s dad, Lambert Brise, built a small wooden structure at the site of the apparition and 
a few years later, after Isabella Doyen donated five acres around the site, Adele started a small 
school. 
 

In addition, a bigger wooden church was built and it was named Our Lady of Good Help. Adele 
and some other women formed a chapter of Third Order Franciscans; though she never took vows 
as a religious, Adele was known as Sister. 
 

In the meantime the magnificent woodlands of Wisconsin were being harvested for their fine 
lumber. Mounds of sawdust and dried branches were being littered about with no sense of cleanup 
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or conservation ever considered. Then came the evening of October 8, 1871. The Peshtigo Fire 
quickly exploded and began to devour the entire area with its rushing flames and heat. The 
firestorm began to head for Our Lady of Good Help. 
 

People nearby the chapel were also heading there. There was never an accurate count, but many 
people came, some even bringing their livestock. Sister Adele organized them, and they all prayed 
the rosary. Outside the chapel they processed, holding high a statue of Mary pleading for her 
protection. The fire kept coming and the people moved inside the chapel and continued praying. 
Soon the fire raged all around the compound and the flames even arched over it. But the fire never 
touched the Chapel of Our Lady of Good Help or the people who were there. 
 

More than one million acres were destroyed in the Peshtigo Firestorm. As far as the eye could see 
was total devastation. Yet, in the middle of it all, the Chapel of Our Lady of Good Help and the 
fenced property surrounding it were untouched. The property had been spared and no-one had 
been hurt, not even the animals. The five acres sat amid the charred landscape like an oasis in the 
desert. People who came and saw this incredible sight knew it was the Hand of God at work that 
night. The faithful had no doubt that the Blessed Virgin, Our Lady of Good Help, stood outside the 
chapel deflecting the raging inferno away from her children inside. 
 

The story of Sister Adele and Our Lady of Good Help was always well known within the local 
culture and to the faithful, but many considered it “urban legend.” That was because there was 
never an “official ecclesiastical judgment” rendered. Then, in 2009, the Diocese of Green Bay 
launched an official investigation. On December 8, 2010, on the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, a special Mass was offered on the site by Bishop David Ricken. At the Mass the bishop 
declared that the Marian apparitions seen there by Adele Brise were “worthy of belief.” 
 

The site of the apparitions of Our Lady of Good Help is only one of 15 recognized worldwide. It is 
the only one in the United States. Since its ecclesiastical recognition and approval, the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Good Help is rapidly growing as a site for pilgrims from around the world. It is a 
beautiful thing. 
[Bishop Ricken announced on Aug. 15, 2016, that the site in Champion has been formally designated 
as a national shrine by the U. S. bishops’ conference. -Ed.] 

 
 

ENGLAND’S ONLY APPROVED MARIAN APPARITION GIVES US A PEEK AT NAZARETH6 
 

Fr Lawrence Lew, O.P. | CC BY-NC 2.0 
Larry Peterson - published on 05/08/18 

 
MARY WANTED A WEALTHY NOBLEWOMAN TO SEE THE HOME WHERE SHE RAISED JESUS. 

 

The story begins in 1061, more than a thousand years after the birth of Our Lord. It was during the 
reign of Edward the Confessor that a woman of noble heritage, Richeldis de Faverches, had been 
praying for guidance to fulfill her desire to honor the Blessed Mother. Her prayers were answered, 
and Our Lady appeared to Richeldis and promptly took her spirit on a trip to Nazareth. 
 

When they arrived there, Our Lady showed Richeldis the house where not only the Annunciation  

 
6 England's only approved Marian apparition gives us a peek at Nazareth (aleteia.org) 
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OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

took place, but also where the Holy Family lived. Our Blessed Mother told Richeldis that she 
wanted a replica of this house built in the village of Walsingham, England. Richeldis was 
promised, “Whoever seeks my help there will not go away empty-handed.” 
 

Richeldis, who had been given the dimensions of the house, did not know where to put it. The 
ground was wet and unsuitable for building upon. She prayed for help, and the next morning 
discovered two areas of dry ground that were the exact dimensions needed for the house. 
She picked a site near a well, but the workers could not get the walls to fit properly. Once again 
she prayed and the next morning awoke to find the house miraculously moved to the other site, 
more than 200 feet away. 

 

Richeldis’ house quickly became a focal point for people from far and wide. They came to offer 
special devotion to our Blessed Mother. It became known as the “Holy House.” Not long after, the 
house was encased in stone to protect it from the elements. Devotion at the site continued to 
increase, and soon it was known as the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. 
 

Walsingham became the premier shrine in all of medieval Christendom. Many royal visitors came 
to this place including Henry III, in 1226, Edward the I, who came eleven different times, Edward 
II, in 1361, all the way to King Henry VIII in 1511 when he came to give thanks for the birth of his 
son, Prince Henry (Prince Henry died in infancy when he was only 52 days old). 
 

Numerous miracles were reported at Walsingham, and it became so revered that a place called the 
“Slipper Chapel” was built in 1340. The chapel was exactly one mile from the Shrine and pilgrims 
would stop here to remove their shoes. Once they had removed their shoes, they would journey 
barefoot the last mile, called the “Holy Mile,” to the Shrine. 
 

The Slipper Chapel was dedicated to St. Catherine of Alexandria, patroness of pilgrims. The chapel 
was put in place so that on St. Catherine’s feast day of November 25th, the sun would rise directly 
behind the altar. (There is also a chapel of St. Catherine located in Nazareth, and it is maintained 
by the Knight’s of St. Catherine.) 
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During the height of the medieval pilgrimages, the Franciscans were given permission by the pope 
and the king to build a friary at Walsingham. The year was now 1347, and the religious atmosphere 
of the city dominated the area. 
 

Then King Henry VIII, at odds with the Church over not receiving the divorce he wanted, ordered 
the dissolution of monasteries in 1538. The priory at Walsingham was closed and the “Holy House” 
burned to the ground. The statue of Our Lady was taken to London to be destroyed. As King Henry 
rid the country of Catholic devotion, Walsingham ceased to be a place of pilgrimage. Devotion was 
necessarily in secret until after Catholic Emancipation (1829) when public expressions of faith 
were once again allowed. 
 

Interestingly, Richeldis de Faverches, who Our Lady escorted to Nazareth, was a very wealthy 
widow. Almost 900 years later, on February 6, 1897, a wealthy single woman by the name of 
Charlotte Boyd purchased the Slipper Chapel and began restoration. She had a new statue of the 
Mother and Child carved, based on the design of the original which was found on the medieval 
seal of the Walsingham Priory. This seal is in the British Museum. 
 

The first Mass since the Reformation was offered in the Slipper Chapel on August 15, 1934, and a 
few days later Cardinal Francis Bourne led a pilgrimage of 10,000 people to the Chapel and 
declared it to be the Catholic National Shrine of Our Lady.  
 

The importance of Our Lady of Walsingham is shown through pontifical approbation (recognition), 
which has been given to it by four popes: Pope Leo XIII, in 1897; Pope Pius XII, in 1954; Pope St. 
John Paul II, in 1982; and Pope Francis, in 2015. 
 

Today, Walsingham is once again the official Shrine of Our Lady in England. 
 
For readers in the Americas who are interested in a pilgrimage to Walsingham but can’t make it to England, the Cathedral and Shrine 
of Our Lady of Walsingham in Houston, Texas, has its own replica of the Holy House. See more here. 


